45th Meeting of CAAN, October 2010.

Information Sharing Pro forma - Government Departments 

	Name and 

Agency  


	Richard Schaible, DARD Forest Service
Contact: richard.schaible@dardni.gov.uk


	Period covered


	April 2010 – October 2010

	
	The development of walking trails in West Fermanagh “Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark” in partnership with Fermanagh District Council is being taken forward, with the first six of a programme of 14 opened at end of September 2010 by Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Michelle Gildernew.
Go Ape has secured planning permission to construct a High Ropes Adventure facility in Tollymore Forest Park. 
 Forest service will be meeting Go Ape in late October to discuss next steps.
A proposal for a major mountain bike project in the Mournes area, in partnership with Down and Newry and Mourne District Councils, is being taken forward.  The Forest Service’s aim is to ensure that any product can be effectively managed by an operating partner and accommodated within the forest locations, recognising on-going forest operations. Legal documentation to facilitate the  vote of Councils in operating the trail product is being finalised.
A major part of the Forestry Act (Northern Ireland) 2010 is now law.  It was formally introduced on 13 September by the Forestry (2010 Act) (Commencement No. 1) Order (Northern Ireland) 2010. Work is continuing on those parts of the Act that require subordinate legislation, e.g. felling licences, statutory right of access and byelaws. All this will be subject to public consultation. Further work will also be required to prepare a woodland register (Section 6 of the Act).  When this work is completed another Commencement Order will bring the complete Forestry Act into operation.  

The Forest Planning system has been substantially revised and documented. The Forest Service GIS has been upgraded to enable the management of information in relation to  the recreational  and social use of forests.  
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