RECREATIONAL USERS RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE MOURNES
All the land in the countryside is owned by someone.  In the Mournes, apart from areas owned by public bodies such as Forest Service and NI Water, most of the land is in private ownership.  
General Access - Much of the Mourne area does not have a legal right of access. You only have a legal right to enter lands where there are permissive paths, public rights of way or other legal access routes.  The indication of a footpath on a map is not necessarily confirmation that it is legally available to the general public.

Significant areas of the Mournes are used by people for recreation even though the public do not have stated permission or formal rights to be on the land.  This type of access is known as ‘de facto’ – in other words - access occurs as a fact, but not as a right.  
Anybody who is organising an event should check the access position in advance.   
Walkers are welcomed by some landowners – please do not assume that this also implies that you may use horses, cycles, motorbikes or quads. The use of these is often illegal on private or public land.

Please remember that the Mournes area is a working environment and be aware of natural hazards. Landowners have no responsibility to maintain the surface of public rights of way and, in the countryside, the public are largely responsible for ensuring their own safety.  
The Mournes contain many sensitive areas which are designated because of their special scientific features.  If you are planning to carry out any activity which may damage habitats or disturb wildlife, it is important to contact Northern Ireland Environment Agency in advance. 

Avoid climbing fences or walls and leave gates as you find them (open or closed).
Leaving your car in the wrong place can cause problems for those who live and work in the Mournes.  Be considerate and don’t obstruct narrow roads or field entrances, seek-out proper parking facilities.  

Dogs - If you are in an area that is being used for grazing, keep your dog well away from farm animals and on a lead at all times (as stated in the Dogs Order). 

Litter - Please take it home or use bins in car parks, amenity sites, etc. 
Consider Others – Respect the instructions of landowners and people who live in the area.  Try not to disturb the peace and quiet that attracts people to the Mournes.  
Camping – Never camp in enclosed fields with livestock.  Only camp where you have permission and avoid leaving any trace of your stay.

Fires –  Even a small fire or a BBQ has the potential to get out of control. 
Only light fires where you have permission. Never light fires in high-risk places; these include hills used for rough grazing, areas of scrub or heather and anywhere near forests.  In other areas, fully extinguish the fire before leaving the site.
For more details on outdoor ethics see the website:

www.leavenotraceireland.org    Free booklets are available.
General information on using the Mournes for countryside recreation can be obtained through:

Countryside Access and Activities Network (CAAN)

The Stableyard
Barnett’s Demesne
Malone Rd
BELFAST 
BT9 5PB
Tel: (028) 9030 3930
 www.countrysiderecreation.com
Mourne Heritage Trust

87 Central Promenade
NEWCASTLE

BT33 0HH 
Tel: (028) 4372 4059

www.mournelive.com
ROW/Countryside Officer
Newry and Mourne District Council
Greenbank Industrial Estate
Rampart Road
Newry BT34 2QU

Tel. (028) 30 31 32 33
rowofficer@newryandmourne.gov.uk
Access Officer

Down District Council

24 Strangford Road

DOWNPATRICK

BT30 6SR

Tel: (028) 44 610800 ext 2206

heather.wilson@downdc.gov.uk
Countryside Officer

Banbridge District Council

Civic Building

Downshire Road

BANBRIDGE

BT32 3JY

Tel: (028) 4066 0617

nuala.hamilton@banbridge.gov.uk
Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
Klondyke Building

7 Cromac Av

Gasworks Business park

BELFAST

BT7 2JA 

Tel: 9056 9580 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
Klondyke Building

Gasworks Business Park

Lower Ormeau Rd

BELFAST 

BT7 2JA 

Tel: (028) 90569 580

