44th Meeting of CAAN, March 2010.

Information Sharing Pro forma - Government Departments 

	Name and 

Agency  


	Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA)
Contact: niall.mcaleenan@doeni.gov.uk
Website: www.ni-environment.gov.uk 

	Period covered


	October 2009 – March 2010

	 Update on funding.  Current programmes open/closing

Upcoming programmes.

	Letters of intent for Natural Heritage grants for 2010/11 have been issued to grant applicants.  The budget has not increased, even by inflation and this was a very competitive round.
A small pot of money is available for urgent works to the Ulster Way.  Niall will co-ordinate administration of this budget.

The Natural Heritage Grants Programme is expected to open again in late spring 2010 with a closing date in August for projects wishing to commence from April 2011.
Natural Heritage expects to revise the Natural Heritage Grants Programme during 2010 with a view to implementing changes for the competition expected to open in spring 2011.


	Current outdoor recreation work involved with or undertaking

	NIEA currently provides grant aid to a range of Council and non-governmental organisations to support access to the countryside.
NIEA, SportNI, CAAN and other partners will be working together to update the Countryside Recreation Strategy during 2010.
NIEA’s property at Crawfordsburn Countryside Centre is undergoing redevelopment.  The extended centre and new exhibition is due to reopen by July 2010.  The park remains open.

NIEA budget reductions will result in reduced opening times for some facilities at NIEA properties, though public will still have pedestrian access to country parks.  See website for details in due course.
NIEA is considering the development of improved visitor and recreation facilities at both Redburn (Holywood) and Scrabo (Newtownards) Country Parks.
NIEA are running boat trips every month from April onwards and a flagship event from the Coastal Zone in Portrush in August which includes boat trips plus live feeds from the sea bed and a range of other activities and demonstrations at the Coastal Zone. More information can be found on the NIEA website there are events planned for Portaferry, Ballycastle, Portrush, Ballylumford and Bangor.
National Parks legislation - It remains the Department’s plan that an emerging findings paper on policy proposals for new enabling legislation for national parks be presented to the Executive shortly.  Public consultation is expected to follow.


	Key dates for the diary

(eg. training, conferences, seminars, consultation etc)
	The series of walks and talks illustrating the environmental work of NIEA and partners along the Ulster Way will continue through spring 2010.  They are listed on both the NIEA website and walkni.com.
Other NIEA events can be found on the NIEA website.


	Any other comments


	Roy Ramsey has retired as acting Chief Executive of NIEA.  John McMillen is the new Chief Executive.
Planning Policy Statements set out the policies of the Department on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland. Their contents will be taken into account in preparing development plans and are also material to decisions on individual planning applications and appeals.

DOE Planning and Environmental Policy Group is currently working on the Draft Planning Policy Statement on Tourism Development - PPS 16.  It will set out the Department’s planning policy for development which caters primarily for tourists and also for the safeguarding of tourism assets. It will seek to facilitate economic growth and social well-being through tourism in ways which are sustainable and compatible with environmental welfare and the conservation of important environmental assets.  The Draft is likely to go to Public Consultation this year – PPS consultations are published on www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/policy_publications/planning_statements.htm 
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