45th Meeting of CAAN, October 2010.

Information Sharing Pro forma - Government Departments 

	Name and 

Agency  


	Mike McClure,  Sport Northern Ireland
Contact: mikemcclure@sportni.net


	Period covered


	April – October 2010

	Update on funding.  Current programmes open/closing

Upcoming programmes.


	“Sport Matters” was a capital grant programme for equipment and/or minor capital works up to a maximum of £30,000. This programme closed at the beginning of September and applications which have been received from a range of outdoor sports organisations are currently being assessed. There are a high number of applications from sailing, rowing and canoe clubs.

A further funding programme will be opening this week for capital projects up to £245,000 with applicant shaving to achieve the full spend by March 2012. This programme will however, be subject to the imminent Comprehensive Spending Review.



	Current outdoor recreation work involved with or undertaking

	SNI in partnership with NIEA and CAAN are currently developing a new Outdoor Recreation Implementation Plan for Northern Ireland to replace the 1998 Countryside Recreation Strategy. A steering group has been established and to progress this plan, a series of Issues papers will be developed over the next few months on:

1. Healthy lifestyles 

2. Widening participation (accessibility) 

3. Environmental Awareness, Engagement and Sustainability 

4. Governance and Partnership working 

5. Promotion and Raising Awareness

6. Volunteering and community engagement / participation 

7. Activity tourism and entrepreneurship (rural and economic development) 

8. Facilities 

SNI has developed a policy position paper on Access to the NI Countryside which is due to go to Council in November and then will go out for public consultation. The main thrust of this policy ties in with the target within the Strategy for Sport for improved policy frameworks for access to public land.

Tied to this CAAN has completed a draft report for SNI on access and activities on public land.

SNI is continuing to pursue a suitable Non Statutory Adventure Activity Accreditation Scheme and will be promoting “Adventuremark” the UK wide scheme for those providers and activities that are out of scope of statutory licensing. The Lord Young Review of Health and Safety and the Compensation Culture has called for abolishment of Statutory Licensing for Adventure Activities – with a voluntary code of conduct as an alternative. 

	Key dates for the diary

(eg. training, conferences, seminars, consultation etc)
	Further training opportunities in conjunction with CAAN Venture Outdoors project and Disability Sports NI are being developed and will be rolled out in Feb / March 2011
An All Island Conference on Participation hosted by the Irish Sports Council is being held in Dublin on Friday 20th October.



	Any other comments


	


