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	Name and 

Agency  


	Richard Schaible, DARD Forest Service
Contact: richard.schaible@dardni.gov.uk


	Period covered


	October 2009 – March 2010

	
	Plans for a High Ropes Adventure facility to be installed in Tollymore Forest Park during  2010 are on target.  Go Ape, the preferred bidder, has submitted their planning application.  

A proposal for a major mountain bike project in the Mournes area, in partnership with Down and Newry and Mourne District Councils, is under consideration.  The Forest Service’s  aim is to ensure that any product can be effectively managed by an operating partner and accommodated within the forest locations, recognising on-going forest operations.
The Forestry Bill has passed through the committee stage, during which the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee  heard evidence from stakeholders and held a series of evidence sessions with Forest Service management. The Committee agreed all clauses in the Bill, including  a statutory right of pedestrian access to our forests,  subject to a number of amendments agreed by Forest Service Management and the Minister.  

Forest planning is undergoing a major revision including changes which will enable the management of significantly more  information in relation to  the recreational  and social use of forests using a geographic information system (GIS). 
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