Countryside Access and Activities Network 

Way Marked Ways 

2008 Year End Report

Summary 

There are a series of Way Marked Ways (WMW) located throughout Northern Ireland. Monitoring devices have been installed at a number of locations on each of the WMWs to determine usage of these routes by walkers.

These devices have been in place, at some of the locations, since March 2002 and what follows is an analysis of the finding for the period Jan 2005 through to the end of 2008

Overview of WMWs

The monitoring points on the WMW are at the following locations –

Antrim Hills (new WMW set up in 2006)

· Donaghey Bridge – device was removed during 2008 though this has now been replaced with a device from Cuilcagh (CAAN & Linda Foy informed of this)

· Dunarrgan

· Linford Road – device has been damaged during a reinstall of the stile and subsequently no data is available for the period May through to mid October.

· Jingles – was removed during the later part of 2008

Carleton Trail

· Knockmany – the forest gate to the area is often open and this will result in low figures being recorded

· Lumford Glen – forest work was undertaken during 2008 and sigange was in place discouraging people from using the path

· St Patrick’s Chair and Well

Causeway Coast 

· Footbridge located between Portstewart and Portrush

· Footpath located by the Heritage Railway at the Giant’s Causeway. Please Note - this device was removed during rebuilding work and there is only data up to the end of August 2006.

Central Sperrins

· At a step over stile leading up from Plumbridge 

· At a step over step close to Barnes Gap – Grid Ref H546891, installed  24th March 2007 

Cuilcagh Mountain Park, Co. Fermanagh

· At a step over stile leading into the park, close to Marble Arches   

· Florence Court (added July 2006)

· Maggie’s Hole (at Marble Arch – added July 2006)  

Cuilcagh have decided to continue with collections by InStep up to the end of March 2007 – figures are available for this area up till the end of July 08. The devcies have now been removed and relcoated

Lecale Way

· Chapeltown , St Patrick’s Well

· Dundrum (installed 27th March 2007)

· Strangford Road – as at other sites the gate at this location is often open and the counter at the step over stile is often bypassed.

Moyle Way 

· Breen Wood

· Slieveanorra Forest

· Trostan Bridge

Moyle Way has decided not to continue with the collection of visitor data and all devices on Moyle Way have been returned to CAAN

Newry Canal

· Acton Lake

· Forsythe’s Lock

· Madden’s Bridge

· an additional counter is to be located on this WMW

North Sperrins (new WMW set up in 2006)

· Dunbeg – installed 16/9/06

· Formoyle – installed 16/9/06 however the gate was changed in December 2006 and the device reinstalled 24/3/07

· Rigged Hill windfarm – installed 24/3/07

Ring of Gullion

· Camlough

· Glendooey

The last collection from the Slaibh Beagh counters took place at the end June 2007.

All figures for each of the sites and totals for the Way Marked Way are to be found in the attached spreadsheet – 2008 year end figures.xls

Antrim Hills

An additional site was added to the Antrim Hills WMW during March 2007 at Jingles: grid ref J343040

Sites at –

Donaghey Bridge (AHDONBR)

Dunarrgan (AHDUNAR)

Linford Road (AHLINFOR)

Gingles (AHJINGLE)
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The Linford Road site is clearly the busiest however due to the removal of the devcies during stile maintenance figures for the summer of 2008 are absent. Th esite at Gingles has suffered from vandalism and currently there is no monitor located at this site.

Carleton Trail

Information available for Jan 05 through to Dec 08

Knockmany – 




Lumford Glen – 



St Patrick’s Chair and Well 

Total usage by month over the period monitored is shown below
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Visitor numbers can be seen to have declined in the last two years. Part of the lower numbers would be as a result of the gate at Knockmany being left open on many occasions and people bypassing the monitor point.

In 2008 there was substantial forest maintenance work taking place along Lumford Glen and this too would have resulted in lower recorded figures.

Causeway Coast 

Information available for 


Portstewart and Portrush  (CCFB) 


Heritage Railway  (CCHR) – 
figures only available up to the end of August                                               2006 as the device was removed when rebuilding work took place.
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As the counter at the footbridge is the only one in place the total recorded figures for the Causeway Coast has been dramatically reduced.

The usual spiek is to be seen in May as a result if the North West 200. However year on year the site on the Causeway Coast between Portrush and Portstewart varies little, with the weather being the largest factor in determining usage at this site.

Central Sperrins

Two points with counters

CSS1 – at Grid Ref H523899 (step over stile)

CSS2 – at Grid Ref H546891 (step over stile), installed 24th March 2007 
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The sites on the Sperrins have only ever shown low count, though the introduction of a new counter close to Barnes Gap certainly showed a point of higher activity.

Both these sites were removed during early 2009 and a new site was chosen for one of the counters – this new site will be reported on in future though comparisons with the other sites would be of interest.

Cuilcagh Mountain Park

Florence Court – 


CHFCOURT (installed July 2006)

Maggie’s Hole (Marble Arch) – 
CHMHOLE (installed July 2006)

Mountain Path – 


CHMTN (installed August 2004)
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The contract for the retrieval of figures was completed in July 2008. 

 Lecale Way 

Information available for 

Chapeltown (St Patricks Well)
- LWCT

Dundrum



- LWDDRUM (installed 27/3/07)

Stangford Road


- LWSG
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The site at Stranford Road is very quiet and the fact the gate close to the step over stile is often open means that even lower counts are recored.

The newly introduced site at Dundrum is clearly the busiest of the sites being monitored.

Newry Canal

Information available for 

Acton Lake  – 


NCAL

Forsythe’s Lock – 

NCFL

Madden’s Bridge – 

NCMB
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Newry Canal WMW remains the busiest of the recorded WMW's with usage being fairly consistent year on year. The site at Forsythes Lock is the busiest with Maddens Bridge being next busiest.

During 2009 a further counter is to be located at Moneypennies Lock – on a footbridge close to Portadown

North Sperrins

All the monitoring devices on this WMW were installed during late 2006/early 2007. Unfortunately the device at F0rmoyle Road was deinstalled  during the early part of 2007 when a new access point was installed. This was then reinstated at the start of March. 

Sites at –

Dunbeg – NSDUNBEG (Grid Ref C756262)

Formoyle – NSFMOYLE (Grid Ref C771286)

Rigged Hill Windfarm – NSWFARM (Grid Ref C754210)

[image: image8.png]W nerL
W nevs

W neAl

14000
0

12000
10000
8000
6000
4000
2000

8002-990

9002-40N

8002-00

R00z-d2g

800z

800z

8002-UnF

8002-Ser

8002147

8002121

8002-994

8a0z-Uer

sa02-920

2002-00N

200200

La0z-dag

200z

sa0z-ne

a0z-unp

2a0z-few

2002147

200212

2002-994

2q0z-uer

9002-920

9002-40N

900200

900z-dag

90026

900z

9002UNF

ga0z-fer

900147

022

900z-994

9002-Uer

5002-920

5002-40N

500200

S00z-dag

5002-6nF

sa0z-ne

5002-UNF

saDz-fer

5002147

002121

5002-994

Hdhdy

S002-Uer

14000
12000
10000
8000
6000
4000
2000
0





A couple of years worth of data with the site at Fermoyle giving the highest counts,

Ring of Gullion 

There are three visitor monitoring sensors located at separate points along the Ring of Gullion way Marked Way;

Glendooey - RGGD at grid ref J045139 

Camlough  - RGCL at grid ref J032198 

Ravensdale - RGRD at grid ref J054241

These monitors have been in for a number of years though for a period no collection was undertaken.
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Way Marked Way Totals

For the eleven way marked ways that are being monitored, the totals by month  for 2005-8 are as follows – 
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	Y2005
	Y2006
	Y2007
	Y2008

	AHDONBR
	0
	1456
	5281
	193

	AHDUNAR
	0
	454
	1362
	1006

	AHJINGLE
	0
	0
	1287
	1971

	AHLINFOR
	0
	4735
	5162
	3110

	Totals
	0
	6645
	13092
	6280

	
	
	
	
	

	CCFB
	15282
	14466
	13087
	13481

	
	
	
	
	

	CHFCOURT
	0
	2932
	6421
	4047

	CHMHOLE
	0
	9364
	16021
	10763

	CHMTN
	3936
	3877
	3938
	2994

	Totals
	3936
	16173
	26380
	17804

	
	
	
	
	

	CSS1
	857
	754
	785
	499

	CSS2
	0
	0
	1694
	1649

	Totals
	857
	754
	2479
	2148

	
	
	
	
	

	CTKM
	10232
	8024
	5725
	3009

	CTLG
	3779
	5279
	4095
	4213

	CTSP
	4417
	3139
	3427
	2980

	Totals
	18428
	16442
	13247
	10202

	
	
	
	
	

	LWCT
	3761
	3218
	2628
	1259

	LWDDRUM
	0
	0
	6669
	6063

	LWSG
	1101
	644
	374
	191

	Totals
	4862
	3862
	9671
	7513

	
	
	
	
	

	NCAL
	28091
	25754
	24957
	23917

	NCFL
	29849
	31925
	37634
	36197

	NCMB
	32761
	30610
	32949
	35771

	Totals
	90701
	88289
	95540
	95885

	
	
	
	
	

	NSDUNBEG
	0
	252
	965
	1369

	NSFMOYLE
	0
	933
	2430
	1888

	NSWFARM
	0
	0
	887
	1525

	Totals
	0
	1185
	4282
	4782

	
	
	
	
	

	RGCL
	4317
	2407
	3009
	6197

	RGGD
	394
	2361
	417
	548

	RGRD
	458
	791
	1059
	1072

	Totals
	5169
	5559
	4485
	7817
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