45th Meeting of CAAN, 19 October 2010.

Information Sharing Pro forma – North/ South Body 

	Name and 

Agency  


	Joe Gillespie, Waterways Ireland
Contact: joe.gillespie@waterwaysireland.org


	Period covered


	March 2010 – October 2010

	Current outdoor recreation work involved with or undertaking

	Lower Bann

Maintained clear access to Movanagher lock by harvesting aquatic weeds from canal in September. Improved access to the water by de-silting Portna slipway.  Waterways Ireland continued to support water-based events including Waterways Ireland Riverfest in Coleraine (July).
Erne System

A new slipway at Muckross has been completed to improve access at this popular recreational site. An alternative navigation channel has been marked at Inishcorkish. Navigational links were maintained throughout the summer in the Upper Lough with weed harvesting for four weeks in July and August where required; media coverage in June (Radio Ulster) and August (BBC NI TV). Waterways Ireland continued to support water-based events on this waterway:  in April - Waterways Ireland Classic Angling Competition; in May - Lakeside Triathlon, ISA National Powerboat Championship, Fly Fishing Ulster Lakes Championships 2010, Angling for Beginners; in June -  Lough Erne Relay, Lisnaskea Water Festival,  Waterways Ireland Loughfest; in August - Irish Long Distance Swimming Championship, Lough Erne Classic Yacht Regatta.
Shannon – Erne Waterway

The amenity site at Aghalane is closed temporarily for maintenance over the winter period.


	Any other comments


	Ulster Canal

Public consultation events were held at Newtownbutler and Clones in September as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment. Positive public feedback received generally.



